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Forming

Formed 
in 2009









Advocacy Organizations and Policy

❖ Rocky Mountain 
Farmers Union

❖Colorado Counties Inc.

❖Colorado Counties 
Acting Together

❖  Chickens in Town

❖ Right to Repair – RMFU

❖ Colorado Cottage Foods Bill 

❖ DUFB – Funding

❖ On Farm Poultry Processing – DORA

❖ Right to Alternative Sanitation - CDPHE



Liza Marron

San Luis Valley Local Foods 
Coalition

Co-Director

 directorslvlocalfoods@gmail.com

719-539-5606

www.slvlocalfoods.org 

Saguache County Commissioner

lmarron@saguachecounty-co.gov

719-937-8423 

mailto:directorslvlocalfoods@gmail.com
http://www.slvlocalfoods.org/
mailto:lmarron@saguachecounty-co.gov


Boulder’s 
Sugary Drink Tax 

Campaign

Amelia Hulbert
Boulder County Public Health

December 8, 2023





History of SSB work on the team





Structure of an SSB excise tax

Source: Dr. Christina Roberto



Success!





Key Elements
• Dedicated revenue fund for health 
equity, annual application- Health Equity 
Fund

• Since July 2017, over $21 million 
allocated 

• Citizen advisory board review process
• City programs and community 
organizations apply through same 
process

• Sustainability- tax does not sunset 



Amelia Hulbert
ahulbert@bouldercounty.gov
303-441-1382

Thank you!

mailto:ahulbert@bouldercounty.gov
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From Community 
Food and 

Agricultural 
Advocacy to City 
and State Policy

A presentation by Lauren 
Howe for the Colorado Food 

Summit
 December 8, 2023
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Lauren Howe (she/her/ella)
Program Supervisor, Healthy Food for Denver’s Kids 
Initiative 
• Food Team in DDPHE’s Community & Behavioral 

Health Division (managed HFDK since 2019)
• Passionate about environmental sustainability, 

social justice, and community
• BA, Environmental Studies (Hamilton College) and  

MSc, International Agricultural Development (UC 
Davis)

• Have a black Lab named Rocky, a flock of 
backyard chickens, and hive of honeybees
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Healthy Food for Denver’s Kids
• Resident-led ballot measure (302) 

approved by Denver voters in 
November of 2018

• Provides a 10-year funding stream 
from taxes to invest in Denver’s 
low-income and under-served youth

• A fund for healthy food access and 
food-based education

• 0.08% sales and use tax increase, 
expected to generate ~$11 
million/year

• Term: Jan. 1, 2019 – Dec. 31, 2028 
(must spend by 12/31/29)
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Who is Eligible for HFDK Funding?
• Non-profits, public schools  (+DPS) 

and Denver city agencies through 
competitive grantmaking 
processes. 

•Funding can support programs like: 
• Healthy meals and snacks 
• Classes on nutrition, cooking, 

gardening, and food justice 
• Free food distribution, including 

mobile food markets and school food 
pantries
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HFDK Commission 
• 13-member Commission

• 4 residents of the city 
• 4 representatives of city-wide 

organizations or institutions 
involved in food

• 3 city leaders
• 2 members of City Council 

• 3-year terms, up to 2 terms
• DDPHE is the operational support for 

HFDK and implements Commission 
decisions (e.g., funding strategy, 
application review)
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Ballot Measure 302 Campaign 
for Healthy Food for Denver’s Kids

2018

Denver voters 
approve Ballot 
Measure 302

2011-2012

Original 
HFDK 
idea

2015-2016

Denver Food 
Vision Community 

Engagement

2017-2018

Research, 
Ballot Initiative 

+ Campaign
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Thank 
you!

Contact:
Lauren Howe, HFDK Program 
Supervisor, 
Denver Dept. of Public Health & 
Environment
720-865-5446
Lauren.Howe@denvergov.org  

mailto:Lauren.Howe@denvergov.org




What is one action that you are likely to 
do or do differently as a result of this 

session?

Menti Description and Instructions



REGIONAL DISCUSSION
Show Arena





Our Organizing Sponsors

Our Sponsors




